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Introductory 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION has no academi 


plenty of philosophers who will take care of the theoretical aspects 


of the subject. The Religious Education Association stands for 
practice rather than theory, experience rather than speculation. 
During the past three years it has grown from a nebulous hope 
to an efficient reality. It has unified religious workers of all 
classes and has made itself a clearing house for their ideas. It 
numbers among its members University Presidents, Clergymen, 
Sunday School Teachers, Kindergartners, business men, artists 
and plain parents. It has held great conventions whose pro- 
grams have contributed to the lasting literature in this field. All 
over the country its members have held local gatherings for the 
furtherance of its great object. Its purposes are better under- 
stood every year. It has no Lesson Helps to publish, no scheme 
to exploit, no enemies to make. Its hand is stretched out to every 
sincere effort to make education more religious and to make re- 
ligion more educational. As an organization it seeks to unify 


scattered workers and to be an exchange for the results of hon- 
est experiments. It has already given evidence of large influ- 
ence, and the new year opens before it with ever enlarging op- 
portunities. 

The first number of its newly established Journal is but an- 
other evidence of its determination to be of practical use to the 
religious world. A prospectus is easily written; but in the case 
of the present publication it can be reduced to a few sentences. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, like the Association by which it is issued, 
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* ‘Willinot.be ‘agadeniic :but practical. It is the organ of the Asso- 
ciation and ‘its. columns are at the disposition’ of any member 
whose: experience: is calculated to assist another in the solution of 
the probleris ‘of the realization of the purposes of Religious Edu- 
cation. Its field is’ as broad as the Association itself. As it grows 
in years, it is expected it will increase in size. The problem of 
training boys and girls in the fundamentals of religion and mor- 
ality is one of ever-growing complexity, and can be satisfactorily 
answered only through tempering ideals and theories with pa- 
tience and experience. In this way RELIGIous EDUCATION is in- 
tended to help. In its pages will be found the best thought of 
educational experts and the descriptions of practical experience in 
every department of the Association’s activities. 

For its policy RELIGious EpucaTIon adopts no educational 
panacea or religious philosophy. It is a Journal of an Associa- 
tion, not an organ of any particular man or group of men. Its 
mission, clear and imperative, is to be read in its name. Its 
service will be limited only by its contribution to the cause the 
Religious Education Association represents. 


The Purpose of the Association 





At the Boston Convention the following statement was 
adopted : 

The threefold purpose of the Religious Education is: to inspire 
the educational forces of our country with the religious ideal: to 
inspire the religious forces of our country with the educational 
ideal: and to keep before the public mind the ideal of Religious 
Education, and the sense of its need and value. 
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The President’s Annwal Address 


REV. WILLIAM FRASER McDOWELL, D. D., LL. D. 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Chicago, Illlnois 


One year ago when we met in Boston we whispered to one 
another the fears which we were not willing to confess to the 
public. Most of us then heard for the first time of President 
Harper’s serious illness. During the days of the Boston Conven- 
tion we walked in the shadow of our keen anxiety. Today, the 
founder and leader of our Association gone from us, we sit 
alone holding in our hawds the task he dropped from his. That 
task looks vastly more difficult and immeasurably more precious 
now that we consider it alone and remember how sacred it was 
to him. Among the many achievements wrought by this man 
who had the superb genius for organization and achievement, 
not one had deeper significance for life or a wider reach of 
beneficence than this. None had higher place in his own thought. 
He believed in it from the beginning and loved it to the end. 
In the year of triumphant suffering which ended with Dr. Har- 
per’s final victory the work of this Association was much on his 
mind. He gave a goodly number of the hours which were all 
too few to plans and thought for the Religious Education Asso- 
ciation. His wise and convincing letter led the gracious woman 
to whom our third volume of proceedings is dedicated to con- 
tribute the money for its publication. It is not for us here to 
analyze his character or attempt a record of his life. He was, 
however, as Martineau would have said, “a living definition” of 
the great terms religion and education. He was a scholar and a 
saint. His services to religious education have been incomparable. 
His death brings to us and to the cause a loss unspeakable. 

With this word, all inadequate and unsatisfactory, we turn 
and address ourselves to the matters before us. After much 
consultation and study it seemed wise to hold this year a Con- 
ference rather than a Convention. We were aware of the 
danger of such a change, but believed it wise nevertheless. The 
purpose of the Conference may be broadly stated as follows: 
First, to gather up our achievements; second, to take our bear- 
ings; third, to plan our future. 
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Three years ago this month the first convention was held. 
How tentative our plans were we all remember, and how increas- 
ingly clear and definite these plans have become we all know. 
Weare not met, therefore, for the purpose of considering whether 
we shall go on. What then, speaking modestly, are some of our 
achievements up to date? 

First, we have defined the character and place of religious 
education as this has not been done before in our generation, if 
it has ever been done. Not that we have in a single phrase said 
finally the thing that is in our minds, but in our published docu- 
ments we have made manifest the character and place of religious 
education in modern life, is our claim. Take for example the 
words with which we closed our convention a year ago, in which 
we defined the threefold purpose of the Religious Education 
Association thus: “To inspire the educational forces of our 
country with the religious ideal; to inspire the religious forces of 
our country with the educational idea, and to keep before the 
public mind the ideal of religious education and the sense of its 
need and value.” Then in detail this purpose was more fully 
worked out in the document which might well be made a work- 
ing platform for tl.ose agencies seeking to accomplish the great 
end of religious education. These utterances are of a piece with 
all that had been said in the three great conventions. 

Second, we have called attention to the necessity of religious 
education in a new and impressive way. Individual voices had 
often been raised in behalf of religious education. Denomination- 
al declarations in favor of religious education were not at all 
lacking. The term was not new when we took it up. We did not 
enter a wholly new field and announce some new thing to the 
world, but we have made such an exhibit of the necessity of 
religious education as neither individual voices nor denomina- 
tional declarations could possibly make. And we have obtained 
a hearing for this great idea that could not have been obtained 
except by a body as representative as the membership of our 
Association. It is probable that we have made current the terin 
religious education. Certainly never before was this term so 
universally used in newspaper, book, conversation, and public 
address as within the past three years. It is most significant that 
the great Inter-Church Federation held in New York City in 
November gave large and distinguished place to this theme. That 
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this place on that program was obtained through the efforts of 
a faithful and wise member of this Association proves how much 
could be done in securing a hearing for this cause at such gath- 
erings. 

Third, we have exhibited the scope and the methods of re- 
ligious education in what I believe to be the most valuable body 
of literature ever produced on the subject. Three handsome 
volumes have now been issued by the Association. I do not 
hesitate to say that these three volumes contain the richest, fullest, 
most suggestive material upon all the phases of religious edu- 
cation to be found anywhere. The wealth of this literature will 
be apparent to anyone who sits down with the three volumes and 
carefully examines the tables of contents. He will find great 
themes and great names in abundance. Much of this literature 
has also been printed in the newspaper reports of the Conven- 
tions at which the addresses were delivered. 

Fourth, we have exhibited the relation and possibilities of 
existing organizations, and especially their possible co-ordination 
and co-operation for purposes of religious education. It was one 
of the fundamental declarations that we proposed to work through 
existing organizations and with them. It was one of these funda- 
mental propositions that no one agency could possibly accom- 
plish the great task. It was one of our fundamental proposi- 
tions that separate and independent activity on the part of various 
organizations would fail of highest fruitfulness. Some of these 
organizations already doing noble work were at the beginning 
a little suspicious lest it might be our subtle purpose to supplant 
them, and take out of their hands the work of religious educa- 
tion. Perhaps no result has been more satisfactory during the 
three years than the complete removal of that suspicion. Or- 
ganizations that held aloof three years ago are ready today 
to receive from the Religious Education Association all possible 
assistance and co-operation. 

It is a part of this process of disarming suspicion also that 
we are no longer believed to have a hidden and sinister theolog- 
ical purpose. It was ihe easy declaration at the beginning that 
the Association was really for the purpose of monopolizing re- 
ligious education in the interests of a certain school of theology. 
It has become as plain as day in the three years last past that 
we are not organized either for monopolizing religious educa- 
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tion or for a theological propaganda. We have shown how many 
men of many minds, men of all ways of thinking, can co-operate 
in this great and noble purpose. This possibly is the best exhibit 
of all, for it has been the weakness as well as the scandal of 
religious forces that they have been hindered from co-operation 
by minor divisions of opinion. Education in the republic has 
been permitted in large areas to become wholly irreligious be- 
cause of these minor differences of opinion among religious peo- 
le. 
These are among the achievements of the Religious Educa- 
tion Association to date. They do not admit of statistical tabula- 
tion. It would be unfortunate if they did. It is quite enough 
that we have established ourselves, that we have created an atmos- 
phere, thit we have set for ourselves an ideal, that we have 
awakened a consciousness and in three years have put ourselves 
in position to go forward to definite and magnificent achievements. 

Our second purpose, however, is to take our bearings. It 
was thought that we could do this better in a Conference than 
in a Convention. Here then are some of the facts with which 
we must reckon: 

First, we have not yet solved the problem of the general 
secretaryship. The arrangements into which we entered a year 
ago have not proved satisfactory. To this subject we shall need 
to give our very careful consideration. The General Secretary 
is the key to the situation. If this small Conference shall suc- 
ceed in solving that question it will have accomplished more 
than a Convention of any size whatever. There is rare oppor- 
tunity for the right kind of man. No single situation that lies 
open today offers larger possibilities than this. Our strongest 
man could do no larger work in the next ten years than here. 

Second, we have not wholly solved the problem of our 
finances. We come up, as the vice-chairman of the Executive 
Board will report, in better financial condition than a year ago. 
And a careful study of the necessary expenses and the regular 
receipts of the Association will convince any one that the financ- 
ing of the Association is not the most difficult task. It is a 
problem to be considered and up to date is unsolved, but it is 
really not the greatest and most critical of our problems. And 
it does not seem at all an insuperable obstacle in the way of 
success. The financial exhibit will assure us that we can secure 
the finances necessary for doing our large work. 
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Third, we have not yet pressed our splendid general prin- 
ciples and plans down upon localities and institutions in a vital 
way. These general plans need to find particular expression 
in local and departmental work. It was our hope a year ago that 
during the last year we might have a goodly number of state 
organizations and a larger number of local guilds. This naturally 
is the work of the General Secretary. It has not been done. As 
far as organization is concerned it seems to me the next thing to 
be done. 

Fourth, we have not yet successfully articulated our Asso- 
ciation with other existing organizations. We have established 
relations of confidence with them and the spirit of the Religious 
Education Association has to some extent permeated other bodies. 
I have had a good many letters from college presidents and from 
Sunday School workers and from Christian Association officers 
asking that the Religious Education Association should be 
brought into a closer relation with these institutions. A typical 
request from a college president contains this question. “What 
is the Religious Education Association prepared to do to help 
me in the life of my college?” This double task of particulariz- 
ing and localizing our general plans and articulating our Asso- 
ciation with existing organizations seems to me of the most 
urgent moment. For this alone a Secretary of the right sort is 
imperatively needed. No one else can do this work. 


Fifth, we have not given our exceedingly valuable literature 
the circulation and consequent influence to which it is entitled. 
We have our three splendid volumes containing the immensely 
valuable materials gathered by our different departments along 
with the general utterances presented at the public sessions of 
the Conventions. The circulation of these volumes has not 
exceeded 3,000 copies in any case. As far as any wide-spread 
or general influence is concerned, therefore, this material is 
locked up in these volumes. If we had a magazine for general 
circulation backed by a publication fund which would enable us 
to institute a campaign of education with the materials we al- 
ready have, we could work wonders within the next two or 
three years. One of the problems to which this Conference 
must give itself is the problem of the adequate publication and 
circulation of our material, so that this material shall have the 
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influence it ought to have. The materials accessible are abundant 
for the Journal of Reiigious Education already planned but not 
yet published. 

A further problem is the securing of a group of strong men 
with the patience, devotion and strength to hold the entire move- 
ment steady and true until it is firmly planted. A dozen such 
men acting together as an Executive Board for two or three 
years without a break could do it. 

These are among the unsolved probiems. Shall I add now 
that in my judgment there never was such manifest need of the 
work of the Religious Education Association as there is today? 
The perfectly startling disclosures made in many realms indicate 
that America must be saved at the point of character. The Dean 
of the New York University School of Commerce declared be- 
fore a Cooper Union audience that “the trouble is not that there 
is a low standard of honor and morality in business, but that there 
is no standard at all.” “Well meaning men,” he added, “often 
are at a loss to determine whether a certain profitable policy is 
honorable or dishonorable. There is no unanimity of opinion 
with regard to the rightness or wrongness of many of the most 
common commercial transactions.” In the most notable volume 
on Sociology published in recent years precisely this same general 
declaration is made that there is no uniform standard of morality. 
The President of Cornell University has within a little more than 
a month publicly declared that ours is a generation that has no 
fear of God before its eyes, that the age is money mad, that 
Americans are rapidly reverting to the worship of mammon and 
that God is forgotten for gold. These may be thought to be 
the overheated utterances of men who are excited, but they 
indicate a wide-spread feeling based upon very wide-spread 
conditions. 

Over against this manifest need of our work is to be placed 
the manifest readiness to respond to any real help which our 
Association or any other can bring. The suspicion which greeted 
us three years ago is removed almost wholly. The public waits 
for such assistance in solving its ethical and religious problems 
as we can bring. Other institutions have made most encouraging 
declarations which are in line with our policy. The National 
Education Association at its meeting last July adopted among 
other declarations these two: 
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“The Association regrets the revival in some quarters of the 
idea that the common school is a place for teaching nothing but 
reading, spelling, writing and ciphering; and takes this occasion 
to declare that the ultimate object of popular education is to 
teach the children how to live righteously, healthily, and happily, 
and that to accomplish this object it is essential that every school 
inculcate the love of truth, justice, purity, and beauty through 
the study of biography, history, ethics, natural history, music, 
drawing and manual arts. 


“The National Education Association wishes to record its 
approval of the increasing appreciation among educators of the 
fact that the building of character is the real aim of the schools 
and the ultimate reason for the expenditure of millions for their 
maintenance. There is in the minds of the children and youth of 
today a tendency toward a disregard for constituted authority; a 
lack of respect for age and superior wisdom; a weak appreciation 
of the demands of duty ; a disposition to follow pleasure and inter- 
est rather than obligation and order. This condition demands 
the earnest thought and action of our leaders of opinion, and 
places important obligations upon school authorities.” 


The various agencies through which we wish to work and 
with which we wish to co-operate are, I believe, ready to co- 
operate with us as never before. 


This, speaking broadly, is our general situation. The pro- 
gram of the Conference indicates our thought of what lies 
immediately ahead of us. That we have done so mich should 
be the occasion for profound gratitude. That we have done so 
little is the occasion of keen regret. That our problems are so 
great may well drive us to the Source of light and help; that 
they are so small may well cause us to give thanks to Him whose 
we are and whom we serve. We cannot forget the words with 
which President Harper closed his address at the Convention three 
years ago. 


With these words in our ears and with our three years of 
encouraging history to cheer our hearts, let us give ourselves 
to the tasks before us in the name of our loving Lord and 
Master and in behalf of those for whom He brought his truth 
and gave his life. 





The President’s Greeting 


By WILLIAM H. P. FAUNCE 
President of Brown University, Providence. Rhode Island, and 
President of the Religious Education Association 


It is a pleasure to send greetings in the name of the Relig- 
ious Education Association to thousands whose faces I may never 
have seen. If the Association has accomplished nothing else in 
the brief time of its existence, it has at least done this: it has 
brought hundreds of isolated Christian workers into a new sense 
of kinship and co-operation ; it has taught each one of them that 
his personal aims and ambitions are cherished by an unseen mul- 
titude, and that every humblest worker in the broad field of Chris- 
tian education may have the benefit of the sympathetic counsel of 
some of the wisest leaders of our generation. 

The aim of the Religious Education Association is twofold: 
to make all education religious and to make all religious effort 
educational. 

Profoundly we believe that no education, from kindergarten 
to college, is worthy of its name, if it fails to touch the religious 
nature, to stir the conscience, to nourish the sense of duty and 
the instinct of worship. The three R’s alone will never save 
America from its foes. Some of our life insurance presidents 
and our senators are not deficient in the three R’s. No whetting 
of the intellect can be a substitute for the creation of character. 
Religion cries to all the teachers of America: “ They reckon ill 
who leave me out.” Every man who believes that the schools of 
America should aim primarily at the development of the moral 
nature must be interested in the work of the Religious Educa- 
tion Association. 

Profoundly we believe that all religious effort, if it is to 
produce permanent results, must aim at making disciples, i. e., 
learners. Genuine Christianity leads men not only to the feet 
of Christ, but into the school of Christ. To appeal to the emo- 
tions is legitimate; but after all we are to “value no feeling 
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which is not the child of truth and the parent of duty.” Wher- 
ever the church has gone it has planted schools; wherever the 
Bible has been carried it has created a literature. The obligation 
to make disciples always involves the obligation to train them. 

Never was the outlook more encouraging than at the pres- 
ent moment. Our Association has now about 2,300 members, 
paying annual dues. We have paid $4,000 this last year on the 
debt necessarily incurred in starting the new organization, and 
we hope to have discharged all obligations at the close of the 
present year. While we have not yet secured a leader of na- 
tional eminence as permanent Secretary, we have as assistant and 
acting secretary a man of efficiency and devotion, possessing the 
confidence of all, and the taxing work of the office is done with 
promptness and accuracy. We have an executive board, every 
member of which is known throughout the country as a leader 
in thought or action. We have as officers of the departments as 
thoughtful and experienced men as the churches of this country 
have produced. We have scores of men ready and eager to 
work for the objects of the Association. Guilds for Bible study 
under our auspices are springing up in various places, and they 
are hungry for information, for counsel and for aid. 

Our work is thus far, and for some time to come, mainly 
inspirational. We have aimed to stimulate interest and the sense 
of fellowship, to define aims and strengthen purposes, rather than 
to invent specific devices or manufacture new pieces of appara- 
tus. We have not printed any maps, or made any materials for 
object teaching, or published any lesson helps or hindrances. 
But we have held three great conventions of remarkable spiritual 
and intellectual power. We have published volumes which are of 
unique and permanent value. We have so called attention to the 
importance of religious education that scores of other organiza- 
tions now include the subject in their convention programs. At 
a suggestion from this Association the Federation of Churches 
devoted recently an entire session of its convention to religious 
education. Scores of conferences and assemblies have been led 
to ask for subjects and speakers dealing with the religious train- 
ing of the young. The press of the country has widely discussed 
the matter. The churches are coming to realize that they must 
not merely plant new schools but must make the schools they 
have more deeply religious. 








The National Convention 


An Address delivered at the Cleveland Conference 


FRANK KNIGHT SANDERS. D. D. 
Secretary Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society 


The subject which we are to discuss this morning is the 
purpose and value of the National Convention of the Associa- 
tion and its future policy in this regard. Two of these have 
been held—one at Philadelphia and the other at Boston. The 
former was in many respects an experiment, yet was fairly suc- 
cessful. The latter, carried out under the best of conditions, 
was thoroughly so, arousing an interest which was widely felt. 

At Philadelphia the Association discovered, through its in- 
cidental failures, how to properly adjust departmental programs 
to the general program. The result at Boston was a much 
more smoothly working adjustment. As a result of the experi- 
ence at Boston, however, there is a very general feeling, at least 
among departmental officers, that the general theme of a con- 
vention program should not directly control the choice of themes 
for departmental programs. It was determined at Chicago in 
1903 to place the program in the responsible charge of the presi- 
dent of the Association, making its arrangement and manage- 
ment his principal duty. This plan has since been followed. 

No one can doubt the value of the two conventions already 
held. They have contributed in at least four ways to the de- 
velopment of the movement. 

1. Each convention has impressively and unmistakably 
given indication of the resourcefulness, dignity and strength of 
the Association. 

2. Each has imparted fresh vigor to the movement, arous- 
ing interest, confirming loyalty and generating enthusiasm. 

3. Each has become a new point of departure in the act- 
ive promotion of the work of religious education. This was 
particularly noticeable at Boston. After that great gathering 
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there was a flood tide of readiness for action, which we were 
unfortunately unable to utilize. 

4. Each convention has made a distinct and permanent 
contribution to the literature of religious education, partly 
through its program and more fully through the valuable report 
of its proceedings. 

A great convention has at least three distinct objectives: 

1. The missionary aim. It is worth while to go where an 
interest is to be aroused. 

2. The educational aim. It is worth while to get to- 
gether, in order that the thinking of our very brainiest men may 
be brought to bear upon our problems. 

3. The inspirational aim. A convention formulates in the 
most impressive way the ideas for which the Association stands. 

There is no question, therefore, of the necessity of such 
great gatherings, nor of their value. Without them we can 
neither hold nor increase our constituency. Without them we 
cannot properly impress the country with the significance of 
our movement. 

We need to consider the frequency, the location and the 
character of these gatherings. It was originally declared by 
the Executive Board that it would be wise to hold four or five 
great annual conventions until the country had been thoroughly 
interested in our work. Then they expected to consider with 
care the question of biennial conventions. They also consid- 
ered in a general way the geographical limits of such conven- 
tions. It must be remembered that the great bulk of our sup- 
porters are in the East, and it may be that for some time no 
convention should go west of Ohio. Geographically the most 
available part of the country would be eastern or central New 
York. 

The question of the character of a convention has been 
frequently discussed. Is it for the presentation of a theme, or 
for the discussion of practical methods? It will be remembered 
that the Philadelphia Convention discussed the Bible in prac- 
tical life, and the Boston Convention the aims of religious edu- 
cation. The plan of these conventions produced in the report 
of the proceedings a very thorough and adequate treatment of 
these subjects. It would seem advisable to continue this gen- 
eral plan so far as the conventions are concerned. It is keenly 
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felt, however, by those who attend our conventions that we de- 
vote too large a portion of available time to set addresses, giv- 
ing too little opportunity for suggestions from the floor. 

On the whole, it is my judgment that we should hold at 
least two more annual conventions—one in 1907 and one in 
1908 ; that they should be located where they will bring together 
the largest number of our own membership, and will serve to 
increase popular interest in the work we have undertaken; that 
a program should be arranged by the president on the same gen- 
eral principles which have hitherto obtained, but that great care 
should be taken to reserve as much opportunity as possible in 
the morning sessions for free discussion. 

During these two years it will be feasible and wise to hold 
many subsidiary gatherings, one in each district, which will be 
gatherings specifically for the purpose of consultation. After 
these two years have elapsed, I should be definitely in favor of 
a biennial convention, it being understood that in the year in 
which no convention is held there shall be held at least two or 
three gatherings of the type which we are finding useful today 
—gatherings for consultation, for the review of the work actu- 
ally done, for surveying the future and for adopting working 
plans of proved efficiency. 
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The Annual Convention 
Discussion, Opened by 
REV. WILLIAM C. BITTING, D. D. 
Pastor Second Baptist Church, St. Louis, Missouri 

It is worth while to consider present reaction against the 
annual convention habit, due to the problem of hospitality, the 
demands on the time of participants, and the question as to the 
need for annual emphasis. Do conventions make adequate re- 
turn for the various kinds of expenditure? Perhaps the time is 
not yet ripe for us to abandon yearly meetings. Conventions 
should either sum up experience in popular scientific form, or 
create propaganda, or do both. Places of meeting should be 
selected with reference to the purpose of the convention, and in 
all cases should be strategic. Programs should be concrete in 
general meetings, and both expert and concrete in departmental 
sessions. They should be arranged about a single theme, to se- 
cure both unity and some specific contribution to the work and 
literature of religious education. Some general sessions should 
be given, in part at least, to departments that have done work 
justifying such general interest. These selected departments 
should rotate in the honor of occupying general sessions. The 
Council should get to work on something practical. The chief 
immediate function of the Association is to inspire interest in 
Religious Education, and its conventions should be energetic in 
that purpose. Any one of the four great themes of President 
King’s last book on “ Rational Living” would make a timely 
topic. A discussion and investigation of “The Place of Emo- 
tions in the Religious Life” is sorely needed now. Since the de- 
partments are differentiated along various lines it is perhaps im- 
possible to find a theme that will enlist the investigating energy 
of them all. Since we wish to interest every person in our work, 
our convention subjects should be concrete, and we should not 
avoid the missionary idea in selecting either places of meeting, 
topics or speakers. Perhaps a chain of topics closely related, 
covering three or four years, would be advantageous. Depart- 
ments could then have time for work and the results of their 
work would be worthy of publicity. Several could make con- 
tributions each year. Continuity of purpose and accumulation 
of effect would result. 
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Methods of Work of the Departments 


MRS. ANDREW MacLEISH 


Executive Secretary, Home Department, Glencoe, Illinois 


As regards methods of work, there is a distinct line of 
cleavage between those departments of the Religious Education 
Association which are working in organized territory, as schools, 
colleges and theological seminaries, and those whose field is en- 
tirely unorganized, pre-eminent among which is the department 
of the Home. In the first class there are definite lines through 
which work may be done, existing bodies to which and through 
which appeal may be made. In the second, the field is the 
world, but it is as trackless as was the world in the days of 
Herodotus. Some homes of course are reached by religious 
and denominational papers, but they are those in which the im- 
portance of religion is more or less recognized, and some form 
of religious life is already maintained. The great mass of non- 
Christian homes are open to no one influence, unless it be that 
of the public press. The problem, then, of such departments 
as the Home becomes not only to prepare material for its work, 
but also to secure a channel through which that material may 
be made effective. 

I am sure I can contribute to this discussion nothing more 
helpful than an account of the experiences of the Home Depart- 
ment during the past two years in its attempt to arrive at some 
line of work which would be feasible. 

As to the matter of organization: After trying for a year 
to manage our affairs with an executive committee scattered 
all the way from New York to Minneapolis, and with conse- 
quent delays of from one to three months between the writing 
of letters and the receipt of their answers, we have reorganized 
upon a more workable basis. We now have an executive com- 
mittee consisting of five beside the chairman and executive sec- 
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retary living in Chicago or its suburbs. Of this number three 
are women and two men. With these committee members all 
in one city it is possible to have fairly frequent meetings. In 
addition to this central committee, we have what we call an 
advisory committee made up of specialists in child study and 
psychology and those particularly interested in the religious edu- 
cation of the young. These advisory members are scattered ail 
over the country and we not only expect that they will serve in 
an advisory capacity, but we hope that, as the work of the de- 
partment develops, each one may become a center of interest, and 
to some extent a new working center in his or her part of the 
country. Moreover, they can keep us in touch with conditions 
and needs in different sections, and also with existing organiza- 
tions working along similar lines with which we can affiliate, or 
which we might persuade to study with us the problems of bet- 
ter religious and moral training in the home. 


This last suggestion leads us at once into the second divi- 
sion of our subject, Departmental Membership. We hope that 
as we are able to interest individuals and clubs in the work of 
our department we may succeed in persuading many to join the 
Religious Education Association as members of the Home De- 
partment. Also when we have really done something that seems 
to us in some small measure worthy, and have definite and prac- 
ticable plans to set forth, we would like to publish a short and 
simple statement to circulate through the membership of the 
Association, asking those who are interested, and willing to give 
some help, to join us in our special line of work. 


Coming to our third sub-head, that of Finance, we reach 
the really vital point. This Association has been in existence 
long enough to convince all its workers that its opportunities are 
boundless. From all over the country is rising a cry of need 
for just what the Association ought to be able to offer, for just 
that for which it exists. There has been no difficulty in enlist- 
ing the help of able and earnest workers. Indeed the wonder 
has been that earnest and far-seeing men and women of every 
shade of religious belief have so quickly ranged themselves in 
the ranks of the Religious Education Association. Truly the 
harvest is great and the laborers are not few, but at this stage 
of civilization the labor of the individual workers cannot be rap- 










I8 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


idly and widely enough transmuted into results without the lib- 
eral use of money. } 

The workers in the various departments are all busy men, 
and this will necessarily continue to be the case. We do not 
trust work of this importance to novices, but to those who, 
through experience have shown their capacity for important 
work, and such people are of necessity busy. They can origi- 
nate, direct and guide. The working out of detail is impossible 
to them. If the plans which they are fitted by ability, training 
and experience to originate and direct are to be made effective 
it will be necessary to employ secretarial aid, and for that money 
must be paid. 


Also for the preparation of the printed material, which is 
suggested as the last sub-head in this discussion, money is needed, 
and in no small amounts. Only through the printed page can 
definiteness and permanency be given to the work of this Asso- 
ciation, and certainly in no other way can it widely influence 
people. It seems to me that the imperative need of the Associa- 
tion just now is money in large amounts, and in my judgment 
the most important thing to do at this point is to take such steps 
as will result in a large increase of the funds of the Association. 
The work of the Association must of course be done through its 
departments, but it is the business of the whole Association to 
see to it that each department has funds for its work. 


Perhaps a little account of the efforts of the Home Depart- 
ment during the past year will best illustrate from our stand- 
point this need of money. We started the year with the general 
plan of work outlined in the Proceedings of this Association, 
Vol. III. As is indicated at the beginning of this paper, our 
first problem became to secure a channel through which we might 
reach homes. By sending directly to individual homes we could 
reach but the smallest fraction. We must have some universal 
medium, and the one which suggested itself was naturally the 
press. The religious press we could probably have secured with- 
out great outlay of money, but we wished, particularly to reach 
the homes where no religious paper was taken. The plan which 
we at last evolved was a very large one, but one which many of 
us believe might be made most effective. We have been forced 
to give it up for the present because it involves the use of funds 
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which we did not possess, and saw no way to secure. It is this: 
That we secure one column a week, say in the Saturday or Sun- 
day issue, of the most representative papers throughout the coun- 
try; that is, papers published in the largest cities, north, south, 
east and west; that in these various papers we publish each 
week, under the name of the Home Department of the Religious 
Education Association, an article, the same in all, dealing with 
some phase of good moral or religious training. We would have 
various committees at work securing and preparing material; one 
for instance giving to parents information concerning the physical 
needs of their children and the conditions of normal and healthy 
growth. This committee could draw from the people who are 
interested in child study, niany of whom are members of this 
Association. Another committee would set for itself the task of 
reducing to a simple and easily understood form the underlying 
philosophy of Froebel. This of course would need to be divested 
of the mysticism which belonged to the philosophy of Froebel’s 
day and the sentimentalism which has been since his day read 
into his teachings, but with these things removed there is no 
one who so deeply recognized the spiritual needs of little chil- 
dren or so beautifully interprets them to those who have to do 
with children as Froebel. And certainly I know of no writer 
who so keenly brings home to parents a sense of their responsi- 
bility, not only to be conscientious but also to be intelligent in 
the training of their children. 


Another committee could take up the question of direct re- 
ligious instruction in the home, showing parents how to use the 
Bible intelligently and helpfully with their children, stimulating 
them to and directing them in a more intelligent study of the 
Word for themselves. It could also direct parents to the read- 
ing of books which would help them to understand the psychol- 
ogy of religious experience, so far as that field has been explored, 
and in many other ways could impress upon parents the impor- 
tance of recognizing the spiritual nature and its needs, both in 
the home life and in the school education of their children. 


The successful working of such a plan would require a large 
part of the time of some one person, that is an editor must be 
employed at a salary. Some contributions would very probably 
have to be paid for. Very many could be secured for the cause. 
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We have not presented the plan to the newspapers at all, as we 
could not make a definite proposition to them. But many papers 
are now securing matter of this sort because they recognize a 
demand for it, and are paying for it. I know of one syridicate 
of ten or twelve papers that are securing every week, from a 
woman widely known as interested in child-training, an article 
dealing with some phase of home life, which they print in each 
paper of the syndicate, and for which they pay. 

I am convinced that the matter which we could offer would 
not only be accepted, but would soon show itself to have a market 
value possibly great enough to make the work self-supporting. 

For the present, the Home Department is confining itself to 
work along the third line of this described plan. It is preparing 
what may be known as Sunday afternoons at home. The chair- 
man of the department is selecting passages for responsive read- 
ing, also a set of proverbs for the children to learn, for children 
love proverbs, and through them store up many seeds of truth. 
In addition he is choosing a few hymns, beautiful in both music 
and words, and a few simple and devout and spiritual prayers for 
the mother to use with her children. Rc Ae 

Another member of the committee is selecting short passages 
of the Bible and of other literature, both prose and poetry, to be 
committed to memory; and a third member is making a collec- 
tion of stories which shall have a spiritual significance, and which 
the mother can use in the teaching of spiritual truth to her chil- 
dren. Just how this material, when compiled, will be used, is 
not yet settled. That question will have to be met when the 
material is ready. 

One suggestion occurs to me, or rather it has been made to 
me by the chairman of the Home Department. It is that a closer 
relationship be established between the general association and 
its several departments by a system of regular reports. Let the 
secretary of each department as often as once a quarter send to 
the general secretary a report of the work which his department 
is doing. This would act as a stimulus to the department, and 
would tend to unify the work of the Association. 
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Extension of the Religious Education 
Association Through Guilds 


An Address delivered at the Cleveland Conference 


By REV. FRANKLIN D. ELMER 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church, and President of the Winchester Guild 
Winsted, Connecticut 


Dynamite is hardly worth while for purposes of ornamenta- 
tion. Its service is in the rock. Salt loses its savor in the bag. 
Yeast is for the lump. Our great conventions have made “ good 
medicine,” strong yeast, refined salt, powerful dynamite. This 
potential energy for its own preservation must be applied where 
it shall become kinetic. The guild idea is normal and necessary 
in the life plan of our association. Our field is the world, it is 
the community that appears ripe for the harvest. In towns, vil- 
lages, cities, educational forces, religious forces and the public 
mind are found operative for our three-fold purpose. Our ideals 
are everywhere declared by leaders to be sane and wholesome. 

Informed by the genius of President Harper, whose person- 
ality entered so largely into our beginnings as an organization, 
we exist not for pleasant contemplation of aesthetic and cultured 
superiority, an aristocracy of modern notions in the field of re- 
ligious and moral education, but for service, missionary and pio- 
neer. Our similarity in this respect to the great young people’s 
movement, the 25th anniversary of which we recently celebrated, 
yields on further pressure a striking difference, for while Dr. 
Clark called into the vineyard groups of young Christians stand- 
ing idle in the market place, President Harper, in his vision, 
stimulated to further effort and the acceptance of added responsi- 
bilities workers already overburdened in the noonday heat. It 
is the glory of Christian Endeavor that it trains for leadership the 
immature Christian seeking self-expression and culture. Our As- 
sociation attracts the mature personality, casting about for a 
larger method and more usable material in the training of those 
under its care. 

Probably no movement in the earlier years of its life has ever 
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radiated more widespread influence than ours. The sun has no 
local auxiliaries, yet his beams search through the streets of every 
town and hamlet. So our influence has gone into all sections of 
the land refracted it may be, but still potent. From this per- 
spective we receive without alarm the report that at the present 
time only a comparatively few guilds are in existence, and that 
not all of these confess to full vigor. In the favored communi- 
ties where our ideals have lodged and grown, the evidences of 
the more abundant life amply justify the guild idea and assure 
its unfolding future. 

The story of the inception, rise and growth of the local asso- 
ciation may be told from the experience of a typical community. 
The Winchester guild is located in a thriving manufacturing 
borough in the Litchfield hills of Connecticut. In a population 
of 9,000 are to be found the institutions of moral and religious 
culture of the best New England towns. There are good homes, 
churches, schools, libraries, publications. The village is pleas- 
antly isolated by its surrounding hills, with easy access to great 
centers. There are the usual organizations of Christian comity, 
ministerial, Sunday school and young people’s unions. Mul- 
tiplicity of organization never seems desirable; it did not here. 
But something was needed to correlate all the other forces in the 
field of religious education, and to foster activities recognized by 
all as for the highest welfare of the community. Especially was 
there desire for cooperation in Bible study and in the moral and 
religious training of the young. Felicitous friendliness existed 
among the churches, but they were not joining hands in action. 
The Sunday schools, while without rivalry, were not planning to- 
gether in teacher training. Sunday school and public libraries 
were not exchanging benefits. The Bible and public school 
teachers were without a common clearing house for the inter- 
change of ideas and methods. There were no discords, but 
neither was there articulation. On the part of a number of the 
leaders there arose a feeling, scarcely expressed, but real, that 
more might be accomplished should these various forces align, 
and, with the poet’s ship, “ find” themselves as a unit of action. 
It is not strange, therefore, that the Religious Education Asso- 
ciation had a direct appeal to those most clearly feeling this dis- 
satisfaction and desiring a specific for the betterment of conditions 
already known to be good, 
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The three links which may be said to have knit in the forma- 
tion of the Winchester association seem typical in guild begin- 
nings, a few personalities warm and eager toward the movement 
on the local field, the timely assistance of some well known ex- 
ponent of the general association, and hearty and immediate co- 
operation on the part of the central office. 

The state director or some other volunteer in the vicinity is 
in a position to render valuable aid. Would it not also be possi- 
ble and wise for the central office to associate the guilds as such 
through special departmental meetings of their representatives at 
conventions and through the channels of some publication? 

For the successful formation of a guild it is imperative that 
community leadership be fully recognized. Our association forms 
at the top. It is essentially a union of leaders. The guild can 
hardly survive for a part of the town or a few of the churches. 
It is normally for all. It is a community movement. If the 
leaders are associated, pastors, superintendents, teachers, libra- 
rians, Y. M. C. A. secretaries, young people’s presidents, press 
representatives, home enthusiasts, if no oftener than once a year, 
or indeed once in a decade, all of these heads of the spiritual 
watershed of the community are brought face to face, under a 
single banner, with the certain realization springing from person- 
ality to personality that their various interests are one and com- 
mon, your organization is becoming for good. 

When once the leaders in the moral and spiritual forces of 
the community are thus happily associated the foundations of 
the guild are securely laid; since all the energies in the field are 
combined there is little room for friction with any one of them, 
and the end of the movement is properly fixed in proclamation 
rather than in execution. The guild has no desire to usurp the 
place of any existing organization. Nor indeed does it purpose 
to do that which one of its uniting bodies could do better or as 
well. Its function is articulatory, advisory and inspirational. 
The guild has no parish. Like the cathedral it is a shepherd of 
parishes. “ What a benign alleviation for the horrors of nine de- 
nominations in a population under three thousand,” wrote one 
gentleman. 

The best summary of difficulties in the pathway of guild 
formation came to me from Professor Geo. A. Coe, founder of 
the Evanston guild. He writes, “ The trouble seems to be the 
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inertia of old systems. We have a terrible inheritance of mis- 
education to overcome. Intellect and spiritual perception must 
be awakened before it is possible to realize what it all means.” 
Another writes, “ The world of religious education as conceived 
by the Religious Education Association is so large as to stagger 
the minds of people who have for the most part lived with a 
narrow horizon.” 

The best available speakers should be secured, and topics 
should be chosen for the treatment in a large inspirational way 
of the more evident moral and religious influences in the com- 
munity. Praiseworthy success attended the presentation of the 
following themes by the Winchester Guild: “The Bible in the 
Home,” “ Religious Education and the Public Schools,” “The 
Old Testament and the Child,” “ What the Bible School may 
Learn from the Public School,” “ Modern Advances in Sunday 
School Method,” “ Religious Influence through Art and Music,” 
“The Education of the Street,” etc. Such topics presented by 
broad-minded thinkers on an irenic and catholic platform amount 
today to restatements and previsions that cannot fail in stirring 
the thought of the people. 

But such general presentations only begin the work. There 
will then come, as is already recorded on the part of a number of 
guilds, the more technical platform, offering opportunity for the 
teacher training class, courses on the Bible, child study or kin- 
dred lines. Reference to the little brochure issued from the cen- 
tral office will show what has been accomplished so well already 
in this direction in several localities. The Evanston gu. © has 
instituted the traveling library. At South Bend, Ind., a number 
of books have been added to the public library. In Winsted we 
are now in the midst of a promising evangelistic campaign, with 
our guild in hearty cooperation with the union evangelistic com- 
mittee, announcing and conducting side by side a lecture course 
by the Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy and neighbor- 
hood prayer meetings. Thus are joined the two elements of 
religious progress, the educational and the emotional. From a 
cold survey of existing conditions in religious education to joint 
effort with an evangelistic committee may seem to some a far call. 
Our association proclaims that it is not, and that the coming of 
the Kingdom will be hastened in the hand clasp of all good 
forces. 
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But that which has been already undertaken is but earnest 
of the things that may be. Careful always to study and satisfy 
local conditions, and adapting itself to its environment, the guild 
may well foster the establishment of summer institutes, corre- 
spondence study for individuals, Bible study groups, teachers’ 
meetings, and the frankest discussion, at least in its council, of 
situations, civic, ecclesiastical, home or school, having a bearing 
on the public morality and righteousness. In the field of relig- 
ious education of its district it may prepare exhibits of method 
and material and result. It may produce literature on subjects 
of common concern. It most of all may exert an influence 
through the pulpits, the press, the schools, the Christian organi- 
zations, the homes of its town that shall be stimulating, whole- 
some and uplifting. 


That the guild has a splendid future there seems no doubt. 
But its growth can hardly be of a popular or superficial character. 
The ideals of our association are too great for immediate realiza- 
tion. The entire movement is vital, biological rather than me- 
chanical, and life demands growth and increase for its own ex- 
istence. In the preparation of this paper I have had a wide 
correspondence and have yet to find an individual who confesses 
to a disbelief in the Religious Education Association, or who 
does not personally desire one of its branches in his own com- 
munity. 


Executive Office Note 
Membership Dues 


Annual ‘statements of dues were sent to all the members 
at the end of February. While many have already responded, 
sending in their dues often with a note of encouragement and 
in some instances with an unsolicited contribution to the work, 
there still remains a very large number who have not paid their 
dues for this year. It has always been the custom to consider 
these dues as payable on February Ist of each year. Failures 
and delays in making payments at that time seriously embarrass 
the activity of the Association and also increase the expense 
by making necessary the preparation and mailing of additional 
statements. 
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The Hyde Park Guild, Chicago 


A series of four lectures were given during the year on dif- 
ferent phases of religious education by some of the most promi- 
nent educators of the country. 

1. An Interpretative Reading of Browning’s Saul, illustrat- 
ing a modern setting of a great religious idea. Professor Mac- 
Clintock, Department of Literature, University of Chicago. 

2. Religious Education Through the Family. Dr. Chas. R. 
Henderson, Department of Sociology, University of Chicago. 

3. Religious Education Among the Jews. Rabbi Emil J. 
Hirsch. 

4. Beauty of Spirit and Spirit of Beauty. Prof. Solomon 
Henry Clark. 

Four lectures on the function of Church Music in Religious 
Education were given by Dr. Lester Bartlett Jones, director of 
music in the University of Chicago, commencing in January on 
one Sunday afternoon in each month. 

In the season of 1905 the guild conducted five large teacher 
training classes. Members of the guild are welcome without 
charge to all of these classes except the last two, under which the 
terms for admission have been reduced one-half to members of the 
guild. The following were the classes: e 

Hyde Park Baptist Church, Woodlawn and 56th St.—“ The 
Old Testament Prophets,” by Dr. J. M. P. Smith. Sunday 
mornings at 9:30, beginning October 15. 


St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Madison Avenue and 50th St.-- 


Ten lectures on “ Religious Psychology and Pedagogy,” by Prof. 
Gerald B. Smith. Friday evenings, beginning October 6. 

The Hyde Park Church of the Disciples of Christ, Lexington 
Avenue and 57th St.— The Origin and Development of Certain 
Religious Practices and Ideas Among the Hebrew People,” by 
Prof. Herbert L. Willett. Sunday morning at 12:15. 

The Hyde Park Presbyterian Church, Washington Avenue 
and 53d St.—* The Social Teachings of Jesus,” by Prof. Shailer 
Mathews. Monday evenings, beginning October 2. 

Haskell Assembly Hall, University of Chicago—“ Land of 
Palestine in Felation to Bible Study and Teaching,” by Prof. 
Herbert L. Willett. Wednesdays at 4 p. m., beginning October 18. 
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The Winchester Guild, Winsted, Conn. 


The general plan of work in the Winchester Guild at Win- 
sted, Conn., is to present during the season October to June, sev- 
eral addresses of inspirational value to the whole movement, a 
series of lectures with more direct appeal to those interested in 
the several allied agencies, and one special course by one speaker 
on some phase of teacher training, child or Bible study. The 
effort is made to keep the broad field of religious education in 
mind. There is an annual banquet with occasional meetings of 
the council of the guild. The annual fee is one dollar. The 
public is admitted to the lectures free. Plans for the future in- 
clude a Bible schoo! exhibit and more general participation on 
the part of the members through papers, addresses and discus- 
sions. 


The Suffield Guild 


A guild was organized at Suffield, Conn., last October. On 
March 19 the members and others were addressed by the Rev. 
Rockwell Harmon Potter, of Hartford, on “The Problems of 
Religious Education.” It is evident that Connecticut favors the 
guilds, since another is in process of organization at Meriden 
under the leadership of the Rev. Robert A. Ashworth. 


The Meeting of the Executive Board 


The March meeting of the Executive Board was held on the 
13th. There were present thirteen members, including Presi- 
dent Faunce and the Chairman of the Board, President King. 
The full list of working committees of the Board was appointed. 
The action of the sub-committee in engaging Mr. Henry F. Cope 
as Assistant General Secretary for one year was confirmed. The 
resignation of the former General Secretary, Clifford W. Barnes, 
was accepted, agreeable to the action taken at Cleveland. It 
was moved and carried, “that, of the dues of each member, $1.50 
be regarded as the subscription of that member to ‘ RELIGIousS 
EpucaTion.’” Much general business was transacted and im- 
portant plans for the future outlined. President Faunce addressed 
the Board on the present encouraging outlook. 
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The Permanent Exhibit 


One of the attractive features of the Boston convention was 
the Sunday-school Exhibit at Gilbert Hall, Tremont Temple, 
arranged by Rev. Richard Morse Hodge, D. D., Rev. Milton 
S. Littlefield and Rev. W. W. Smith, M. A. The material ex- 
hibited consisted of Sunday-school curricula, literature, maps, 
manuals of instruction, illustrations of manual methods, pictures 
and apparatus. 

The Association is now gathering the material for an Ex- 
hibit which will cover comprehensively the field of all its depart- 
ments in the same manner as the Exhibit at Boston covered the 
Department of Sunday schools. 


Sustaining Members 


At the Boston Convention, a new class of members was 
created, to be known as Sustaining Members, their dues being 
fixed at ten dollars. It was expected that this membership would 
appeal to those persons of large faith in this movement who, being 
convinced of the great necessity of adequately promoting moral 
and religious education, would welcome the opportunity of mak- 
ing an annual contribution of at least this sum to its furtherance. 
The ordinary fee of $3.00 little more than pays for the literature 
furnished and the care of members’ accounts and correspondence. 
Members are coming to realize that the Association offers them 
unusual opportunities for service to the Kingdom, and many will 
welcome Sustaining Membership as an excellent means of engag- 
ing in a highly profitable form of missionary endeavor. 

Those who have paid their annual dues may become Sustain- 
ing Members by remitting the balance of seven dollars; and any 
who desire to be so enrolled will be furnished with application 
blanks, or the full amount may be sent direct to the office. 

Already many are enrolled in this class. The general 
hearty support, in this manner, of those who believe in the move- 
ment would soon place the Association above all embarrassments 
and equip it for its broadest service. 
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The Cleveland Conference 


The Cleveland Conference was held pursuant to the call con- 
tained in the following extract from a letter sent to all members 
on January 22, 1906: 

“The Officers desire to announce that after a very thorough 
consultation it is thought that the interests of the Religious Edu- 
cation Association will be best served this year by a Conference 
instead of a Convention. We have now had three Conventions 
with elaborate and most valuable programs. * * * These 
great conventions, however, with their absorbing public meetings, 
do not leave the proper and desired opportunity for conference. 
It seems wise, therefore, to call together the General Officers, 
Executive Board, Directors, State Directors, Council of Re- 
ligious Education, Departmental Officers, and such members 
as may be able to be present to confer togetiier about the next 
steps and to make a program covering the immediate future. 
It is not a question whether we shall go on, but how we shall do 
it most effectively. Our opportunities were never so great 
as now, and our opportunities are greater than our problems. 
We are asking, therefore, the officers already named to meet for 
a Conference in the Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio, Tuesday- 
Thursday, February 13-15, 1906. 

“The Conference will also transact the business necessary 
to be done at the annual meeting, including the election of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year.” 


The Minutes 


The first joint session of Officers, Directors and members 
of the Association was held at the Hollenden House, Cleveland, 
Ohio, Wednesday, February 14th, at 9:30 A. M. Vice-President 
Fraser presided. Prayer was offered by Dr. Hammond. 

The President’s Annual Address was delivered by Bishop 
McDowell. 

Letters were read from prominent educators and other in- 
terested persons, expresing interest in the movement. 

In the absence of Prof. C. W. Votaw, who was to conduct 
the discussion on “Progress in Religious and Moral Education,” 
it was resolved that an informal discussion should take the place 
of his paper; that following this the time should be given to a 
discussion of the three themes assigned for the meeting of Tues- 
day evening, which were not taken up then. 

The President of the Association presented lists of com- 
mittees as follows: 
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NoMINATIONS.—Messrs. Sanders, Stewart, Hughes, Bitting, 
Hammond. 

RESOLUTIONS.—Messrs. Thwing, Dickerson, Ballantine, 
Fraser, Elmer. 

REGISTRATION.—Messrs. Cope and Parker. 

On motion, these nominations were approved, and the com- 
mittees appointed. 

After announcements, the conference adjourned after prayer 
by Bishop McDowell. 

The Conference reconvened Wednesday, February 14th, 
at 2:30, President McDowell in the chair. Prayer was offered 
by Dr. S. B. Meeser. The minutes of the previous session were 
read and approved. 

Discussion then began on “Methods of Executive Work,” 
followed by a discussion of the theme, “Methods of Extension.” 
It was moved and carried that the Executive Board be instructed 
to carry out the proposition submitted in his paper by Mr. William 
T. Ellis, through the Department of the Press. 

After announcements and prayer by President H. C. Welch, 
Ohio Wesleyan University, the session adjourned. 

The Conference reconvened at 7:30 P. M., February 14th, 
President McDowell in the chair. Prayer was offered by Presi- 
dent A. E. Main, of Alfred College, New York. 

The discussion of “Methods of Work of the Department” 
was then opened. Following this, the discussion centered on the 
theme, “What Specific Aid can the R. E. A. give to The Editor, 
the Y. M. C. A. Worker, the Sunday-school Worker.” After 
announcements and prayer by Dr. Ballantine, the conference 
adjourned. 

The Annual Business Meeting of the Association was held 
Thursday morning, February 15th, at 9:30, with President Mc- 
Dowell in the chair. Prayer was offered by President R. C. 
Hughes. The minutes of the Conference at its session Wednes- 
day evening, were read and approved. 

The Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting of the As- 
sociation held at Boston, February 16th, 1905, were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Report of the Executive Board was presented by the 
Vice-Chairman, also a budget for the coming year. The report 
was accepted and its recommendations adopted. 

The report of the Executive Board, presented through the 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Loring W. Messer, reviewed the difficulties 
that had attended the work and called attention to many encour- 
aging facts, particularly to the reduction of the old indebtedness 
by $3,881.65 and the payment of the current expenses, including 
the printing of-the last volume. The policy for 1906 was stated 
as follows: 
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The Executive Board respectfully recommends the following 
policy for the coming year: 

First. The maintenance of a suitable office in Chicago. 

Second. The publication of at least six numbers of an 
Official Bulletin under the name of the Journal of the Religious 
Education Association. This publication to be substituted in the 
coming year for the Volume of Proceedings of former years, 
and to be mailed without charge to all members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Third. The employment of a-General Secretary, who shall 
possess marked executive and business ability in addition to 
influence and leadership in the promotion of religious education. 

Fourth. The holding of a convention February, 1907, on 
lines similar to those followed by previous Conventions. 

Fifth. The development of State organizations as local 
interests and needs may warrant. 

Sixth. The extension of local Guilds to other points. 

Seventh. The further development of the permanent Ex- 
hibit in connection with the Executive Office. 

Eighth. The holding of Conferences under the auspices of 
the Religious Education Association in various sections of the 
country. 

Ninth. The prosecution of a canvass for new members. 

Tenth. Development of such departments as may be 
thoroughly organized with a specific and practicable objective 
in view. 

Eleventh. The securing of the amount of $15,000.00 for the 
support of the Association. 

THE Buncet. 

The following budget is herewith submitted as the minimum 
sum on which the work of the Association can be properly con- 
ducted : 


;. f Bervererretrrrerrrrrre vis tyr rosy $5,989.98 
EsTIMATED EXPENDITURES. 
General Secretary Salary............. $2,500.00 
Olice Secestary Selaty...... 206.000. go00.00 
INOHE GE CNEGE 6 occ ooccce wee daweeeoss 1,000.00 
CR I 5 Vin tech se wiantwnssee 250.00 
Postage and expressage ............. 700.00 
Printing, estimated, Journal........... 708.00 
TeRvG GUEIEES 22. ccc ec cesecces 500.00 
SEE vin dav betninbn ts deeansgeanews 250.00 


Miscellaneous, telephone, stationery, etc. 200.00 


$7,008.00 | $7,008.00 
BOR ive dedsde bibs ace sivenesess cn viteneee ee /. $12,997.98 








RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


EstTIMATED INCOME. 
I pik habe Fie ek 6 cckseuIES $6,000:00 
Contributions (on basis of last year)... 2,000.00 
Contribution, additional needed to cover 


expenditures and to retire debt..... 1,197.98 
oe ere ‘500.00 
Collection of Guarantee Fund.......... 2,700.00 
SMS OF TIN2 VORIIIEE, oc ccicvcccccsese 300.00 
Old Pledges, estimated............2.. 300.00 


$12,997.88 $12,997.98 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lor1inGc WILBUR MESSER, 
Vice-Chairman. 


The Treasurer’s report for the year was presented, and 
ordered entered on the minutes; it was referred to the Exec- 
utive Board for auditing. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FROM FEB. 1, 1905, to JAN. 31, 


1906. 
INCOME. 
Old Acc’t. 1905 Acc’t. Total. 
From contributions ...... $3,408.00 $3,705.26 $ 7,113.26 
From membership ....... 30.00 4,516.85 4,546.85 
From proceedings ....... 443.65 443.65 
From miscellaneous ...... 781.81 781.81 





$3,881.65 $9,003.92 $12,885.57 
EXPENDITURES. 


Old Acc’t. 1905 Acc’t. Total. 
Gen’! Sec’y salary, 6 mo...$ 416.66 $1,599.34 $ 2,016.00 


Assist. Sec. salary 4% mo. 554.00 554.00 
Stenog. & clerical service.. 214.58 1,286.66 1,501.24 
RUE OF OMICS v5.6 0156 woss10'0- 1,060.67 1,060.67 
Office furniture .......... 522.95 522.95 
Postage and expressing... 85.70 462.99 548.69 
Mee 125.00 404.09 1,079.09 
Printing, cash paid on U. of 
tS 5 SET EET Tee 550.00 

| ererrerere retry 89.71 627.28 716.99 
eee Terre re 1,601.87 250.00 1,851.87 
Interest and discounts..... 333.89 333.89 
Miscellaneous ........... 1,365.01 1,305.01 





$3,417.41 $8,132.99 $11,550.40 














ee 
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SUMMARY. 
Feb. 1, 1905, cash balance............. $ 99.89 
Feb. 1, 1906, total receipts............. 12,885.57 
$12,985.46 
Feb. 1, 1906, total expenditures......... $11,550.40 
Feb, 1, 1906, cash balance. .......-cc00- 1,435.06 
$12,985.46 
LIABILITIES. 
U. of C. Press, 1903, two notes, $901.87—$901.88...... $1,803.75 
Interest on notes for one month at 5 per cent.......... 7.52 
iy Gs I i sc cicnrscasecescans ee cauxaoue 1,560.29 
ee er er ee 2,300.00 
1905 Convention proceedings ............sccecsccese 1,380.07 
eee errr error eS 318.42 
UNE. cs0descetbabiacckenadceseeviae sede $7,370.05 
ASSETS. 
Old Acc’t. 1905 Acc’t. Total. 
FOE Casa nevanancweseea $2,700.00 $ 300.00 $3,000.00 
Balance on deposit ....... $1,428.07 1,428.07 
Balance on hand ......... 6.99 6.99 
Proceedings, 1903-1904.... 1,588.80 1,588.80 
Membership dues ......... 
Bills receivable ........... 6.85 6.85 
$4,288.80 $1,741.91 $6,030.71 
ER vctiddcs ccevecesnesaaesewes saosin wesaae $7,370.05 
pO PT eee eT Tee TET TT YT TT ee 6,030.71 


$1,339.34 

The Committee on Nominations reported through Chairman 
Sanders, nominating the officers for the coming year. (See full 
list of officers, pp. 37-40. 

A question arising as to the method of election of a Secre- 
tary, the matter of the Recording Secretary was referred to the 
Executive Board, with a request that the Board report to the 
Association at the next meeting an Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion securing to the Association the right to choose its own Re- 
cording Secretary. 

On motion, William P. Merrill was declared the Secretary 
of the Convention. 

The Secretary was instructed, by unanimous vote, to cast 
the ballot of the Association for the officers nominated. They 
were then declared elected. 

The President was authorized to appoint a committee to 
notify President-Elect Faunce of his election. He appointed as 
such committee Messrs. Sanders and Bitting. 








RELIGIOUS EDUCATICN 


The Nominating Committee submitted nominations for the 
Board of Directors. (See complete list of officers, pp. 37-40.) 

On motion, the Secretary cast the unanimous ballot of the 
Association for the Directors as nominated. 

Mr. L. W. Messer urged that all present co-operate this year 
in the work of securing sufficient revenue, and subscription cards 
were distributed. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported, through Chairman 
Thwing; the report was adopted. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions 


RESOLVED, That we record our painful sense of loss in the 
death of William Rainey Harper, Chairman of the Executive 
Board of the Association, and to whom is largely due its 
foundation. He was so profoundly religious, so remarkable an 
educator, of such genius in organization; he so pre-eminently 
represented the purposes and aspirations of the Association, that 
we all looked to him for inspiration and for guidance. His place 
cannot be filled. But we recognize that his heroic death has 
imparted a new sacredness to the great work to which his heart 
was devoted, and that it devolves upon us who remain a new 
obligation to carry that work forward with all energy. 

RESOLVED, ALSO, Notwithstanding the severe loss to the Asso- 
ciation occasioned by the death of President Harper, it is subject 
for gratitude that no small amount of valuable work has been 
accomplished during the year. The loyalty of the membership 
is admirable. With complete organization of the executive office, 
the hoped-for issue of the Journal, and the evidently widening 
interest of the Christian public in the aims and plans of the Asso- 
ciation, the prospect for the future is most encouraging. 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, The Association reaffirms the thought 
of President Harper, expressed at the Chicago Convention: “ The 
Association must be expected to require time to plan its work, 
and still more time to execute it. Anything done in a day, a 
month or a year will be small.” The worth of the service of the 
Association is the worth of a standard and of an ideal. Its re- 
sults are to be looked for rather in the activities of other agencies 
in the field of religious and moral education, than in any direct 
foundation of its own. Its function is to quicken the efficiency 
of all the higher forces of the community. 

CuHarLeEs F, THWING, 
JAMES SPENCER DICKERSON, 
WILLIAM G. BALLANTINE, 
R. DoucLas FRASER, 
FRANKLIN D, EvLMer. 

The Committee on Registration reported through its chair- 
man, Mr. Cope. The report was adopted. 
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Enroilment 

Ohio, 39; Illinois, 12; Massachusetts, 6; New York, 3; Mich- 
igan, 2; Wisconsin, 2; Tennessee, 2; Pennsylvania, 1 ; Georgia, 1; 
Missouri, 1; Connecticut, 1; Canada, 1. Total, 71. 

Discussion followed on “ The National Convention.” After 
announcements and prayer by Dr. G. K. Morris, the Conference 
adjourned. 

The Conference reconvened at 2:30 p. m., February 15th. 
Bishop McDowell presided. Prayer was offered by Dr. A. E. 
Wright of Cleveland. The minutes of the morning session were 
read and approved. Discussion followed on “ What Should be 
the Principal Objectives of the R. E. A.?” 

Vice-Chairman Messer reported on business transacted at 
the meeting of the Executive Board, held at noon, February 15th. 
After closing remarks by Bishop McDowell, and prayer, the 
Conference adjourned sine die. 


The Board of Directors. 


Meetings of the Board of Directors were held in the parlors 
of The Hollenden, Cleveland, Ohio, February 13th, 1906, at 8 
p. m., and on February 15th, at 12 noon. A meeting of the 
Executive Board was held at 12:15 p. m. on February 15th. 


The Departments 


Meetings were held of four departments only, viz: I, The 
Council of Religious Education ; V, Sunday schools ; IX, Teacher 
Training, and X, Christian Associations. At the first three 
named, officers and members of the Executive Committee were 
elected, for which see full list of officers; and at each of the 
meetings the work of the department was carefully discussed 
and plans laid for the coming year. A digest follows of the 
minutes of the meeting of 

The Council of Religious Education 


The third annual meeting of the Council of the Religious 
Education Association was held in the club parlors of The Hol- 
lenden, Cleveland, Ohio, on February 13th, 1906, at 2:30 p. m. 
The meeting was called to order by Rev. Frank Knight Sanders, 
President. Prayer was offered. In the absence of the Record- 
ing Secretary, Mr. L. L. Doggett was appointed Secretary pro 
tem. A digest of the minutes of the Council was read from the 
Volume of Proceedings. A nominating committee was appointed 
consisting of Rev. Erastus Blakeslee and Miss Marianna C. 
Brown. At the motion of Mr. Blakeslee a committee was 
appointed consisting of President Thwing and Bishop McDowell 
to draw up suitable resolutions regarding the death of President 
Harper and that of Professor Pease. The President gave an 
address on the work of the Council during the past year. He 
presented a remarkable array of contributions to the literature 
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and progress of religious education made by the individual mem- 
bers of the Council during the past year. 

It was moved by Bishop McDowell that the three commis- 
sions on the publishing of a bibliography, the formulation of a 
statement as to the elements which ought to enter into a religious 
curriculum and the study of religious statistics be reappointed. 
The motion was carried. It was moved by Bishop McDowell 
and carried that the matter regarding the selections from the 
Bible for public school use be referred to the Commission on 
Bibliography. 

It was moved by Rev. James Atkins, D. D., that the Council 
recommend that a discussion of the use of religious material in 
the public schools be included in the program of the next Con- 
vention, and that this question be agitated in such other ways as 
may be possible. Motion was made by President Thwing that 
the Council approve the publication of a Journal of Religious 
Education. The motion was carried. 

The Nominating Committee reported as follows: For mem- 
bers’ term expiring 1912, Professor Martin G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D. 
LL.D.; Professor George Albert Coe, Ph.D.; Professor Edward 
P. St. John, Ph.D.; Mr. Amos R. Wells, Rev. W. G. Ballantine, 
D. D. 

Officers for 1906: President, Frank Knight Sanders, D. D.; 
Recording Secretary, L. L. Doggett, Ph. D.; members of the 
Executive Committee, Professor George Albert Coe, Ph.D.; Pres- 
ident Charles Cuthbert Hall, LL.D.; Professor Samuel T. Dutton 
and Professor Clyde W. Votaw, Ph.D. 

The report was adopted and the nominees declared elected. 
The meeting was adjourned by prayer. 

L. L. Doacett, Secretary. 


Resolution Adopted by the Council on the 
Death of President Harper 

The Council desires to place on its record some expression 
of its appreciation of the relations to itself which William Rainey 
Harper held, for to President Harper was largely due the 
formation of the Religious Education Association and of its 
allied societies. The need of such an organization he saw, and, 
seeing, he found the means and adopted the methods for filling 
the need. His activity and his zeal in the undertaking were, 
from the beginning, unflagging. His enthusiasm quickened his 
colleagues in this, as in every service which he undertook. His 
power inspired and moved all. As a personal friend of mem- 
bers, he is sorely missed, and as an effective associate and leader 
his place cannot be filled. It is pleasant to recall that among 
the last endeavors of his great life was service given to this Asso- 

ciation. CHARLES F, THWING, 
WiiiamM F, McDoweE Lt. 
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The Officers of The Association for 1906 


President 

WiuiaM H. P. Faunce, D.D., 

President Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

Vice-Presidents 

Cuartes F. Towne, D.D., LL.D., 

President Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 
E. B. ALDERMAN, LL.D., 

President The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. 
NEwELt M. CatuHoun, 

Pastor Second Congregational Church, Winsted, Conn. 
E. B. CraicHeaD, LL.D., 

President Tulane University, New Orleans, La. 
GeorcE B. Honces, D.D., 

Dean of Faculty Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, 

Mass. 

WitiiaM N. HartsHorn, 

Chairman Executive Committee of International S. S. Assn., 

Boston, Mass. 

AsrAM W. Harris, LL.D., 

President Northwestern University, Evanston, III. 
Wiiu1aM Dewitt Hype, LL.D., 

President Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine. 
Epmunp J. JAMEs, LL.D., 

President University of Illinois, Urbana, II. 
RicHarD H. Jesse, LL.D., 

President University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. 
Wiuiam F. Kine, D.D., LL.D., 

President Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
IrA LanpritH, LL.D., 

Regent Belmont College, Nashville, Tenn. 
WitiiamM D. Murray, 

76 Williams St., New York City. 
GLEN K. SHURTLEFF, 

General Secretary Y. M. C. A., Cleveland, Ohio. 
FRANK StroNG, LL.D., 

President University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas. 
BENJAMIN IDE WHEELER, LL.D., 

President University of California, Berkeley, Cal. 

Executive Board 

The general officers of the Association, ex-officio 
President, W1Lt1AM H. P. Faunce, 
First Vice-President, CHARLES F. THWING, 
Assistant General Secretary, Henry F. Cope, 

Association Building, Chicago. 
Recording Secretary, Witt1AM P. MERRILL, 

Pastor Sixth Presbyterian Church, Chicago. 
Treasurer, JAMES H. EcKELs, 

President Commercial National Bank, Chicago. 
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Chairman of Ghe Executive Board 


HENRY CHURCHILL KING, 
President Oberlin College, Oberlin, O. 


Vice-Chairman 


L. WiLBuR MEssER, 
General Secretary Y. M. C. A., Chicago. 


Joun M. Coutter, 

Professor University of Chicago, Chicago. 
Davip R, ForGAn, 

Vice-President First National Bank, Chicago. 
CHARLES CUTHBERT HALL, 

President Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 
WILLiaAM C. BITTING, 

Pastor Second Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo. 
SHAILER MATHEWS, 

Professor in Divinity School of University of Chicago, 

Editor of The World Today. 

CAROLINE HAZARD, 

President Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass. 
JAMES SPENCER DICKERSON, 

Editor of The Standard, Chicago, Illinois. 
CHARLES M. STUART, 

Professor Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, IIl. 
RicHarD Ceci, HuGHEs, 

President Ripon College, Ripon, Wis. 
Jesse A. BALDWIN, 

Oak Park, Illinois. 
Wa tterR L. HERVEY, 

Examiner Board of Education, New York City. 
CHARLES L. HUTCHINSON, 

Vice-President Corn Exchange Bank, Chicago. 
WILLIAM Douctas MACKENZIE, 

President Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 
WituiaM P. MERRILL, 

Pastor Sixth Presbyterian Church, Chicago. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT, 

Commissioner of Forestry, Washington, D. C. 
GeorGE L. RoBINsoN, 

Professor McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Ill. 
FRANK KNIGHT SANDERS, 

Secretary Congregational S. S. and Publishing Society, Bos- 

ton, Mass. 

WILLIAM SHAW, 

Treasurer United Society Christian Endeavor, Boston, Mass. 
Hersert L. WILLETT, 
Professor University of Chicago, Chicago, III. 
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Board of Directors 
Directors for Life 


FrANK KNIGHT SANDERS, D.D., 

14 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 
CHARLES CUTHBERT HALL, D.D., 

President Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 
Witut1AmM Fraser McDoweE tt, D.D., 

Bishop Methodist Episcopal Church, Chicago, II. 
Directors at Large 
CHARLES R. HENDERSON, Ph.D., D.D., 

Professor University of Chicago. 
NEHEMIAH Boynton, D.D., 

Pastor Clinton Avenue Congregational Church, Brooklyn. 
Cuartes F, Kent, Ph.D., 

Professor Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 
SAMUEL A. E ior, D.D., 

President American Unitarian Association, Boston, Mass. 
Rospert A. FaLtconer, LL.D., 

Professor Presbyterian College, Halifax, N. S. 
Catvin H. Frencu, D.D., 

President Huron College, Huron, South Dakota. 
Rev. Pascat Harrower, A.M., 

Chairman Sunday School Commission, Diocese of New York. 
CHARLES R. Van Hise, Ph.D., 

President University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 
Rosert L. Ketty, Ph.M., 

President Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana. 
James H. Kirxvanp, LL.D., 

Professor Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 
Joun E. McFaypen, A.M., 

Professor Knox College, Toronto, Canada. 
WALTER MILLER, 

Professor Tulane University, New Orleans, La. 
SAMUEL C. MITCHELL, Ph.D., 

Professor Richmond College, Richmond, Va. 
Rev. ALLEN B. Puivputt, D.D., 

Pastor Central Christian Church, Indianapolis, Ind. 
EpwIn F. SEE, 

General Secretary, The Young Men’s Chistian Association, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Very Rev. CHARLES H. SNEDEKER, 

Dean St. Paul’s Cathedral, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Rev. Henry A. Stimson, D.D., 

Pastor Manhattan Congregational Church, New York City. 
Rev. Froyp W. Tompkins, D.D., 

Rector Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wiuiam J. Tucker, D.D., LL.D., 

President Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H. 
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State Directors 


California, JoHN Wiis Baer, LL.D., 

President Occidental College, Los Angeles. 
Connecticut, Rev. RocKweELLt H. Porter, 

Pastor First Church of Christ, Hartford. 
Illinois, HERBERT W. GATES, 

Secretary, Central Y. M. C. A., Chicago. 
Indiana, WiLL1AM P. Kane, D.D., 

President Wabash College, Crawfordsville. 
Towa, ARTHUR FatRBANKsS, Ph.D., 

Professor State University of Iowa, Iowa City. 
Maine, Proressor ALFRED W. ANTHONY, D.D., 

Professor Cobb Divinity School, Evanston. 
Maryland, J. B. VAN METER, 

Dean of Woman’s College, Baltimore. 
Massachusetts, Ray G. Hutine, LL.D., 

Head Master English High School, Cambridge. 
Michigan, Rev. S. B. Meeser, D.D., 

Pastor Woodward Avenue Baptist Church, Detroit. 
Minnesota, Rev. L. A. CRANDALL, D.D., 

Pastor Trinity Baptist Church, Minneapolis. 
Mississippi, Ropert B. Futton, LL.D., 

Chancellor University of Mississippi. 
Missouri, JAMES H. Garrison, LL.D., 

Editor Christian Evangelist, St. Louis. 
New Hampshire, Proressorn HerMAN H. Horne, Ph.D., 

Professor Dartmouth College, Hanover. 
New Jersey, Rev. Witt1aM H. Boocock, 

Pastor First Reformed Church, Bayonne. 
New York, Rev. Mitton S. LittLerieE.p, 

Pastor First Union Presyterian Church, New York City. 
Ohio, Rev. Herbert WEtcH, D.D., 

President Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. 
Pennsylvania, JosepH Swain, LL.D., 

President Swarthmore College, Swarthmore. 
Rhode Island, Rev. Lester BRADNER, JR., Ph.D., 

Providence. 
Tennessee, B. L. WiccIns, 

Vice-Chancellor University of South, Suwanee. 
Vermont, Rev. Harry R. MILEs, 

Brattleboro. 
Washington, S. B. L. Penrose, D.D., 

President Whitman College, Walla Walla. 
Wisconsin, REGINALD HEBER WELLER, 

Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Fond du Lac. 
Ontario, Rev. R. Doucras Fraser, D.D., 

Editor Sunday School Publications, Presbyterian Church in 

Canada, Toronto. 
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